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Module 2 focuses specifically on understanding and applying both the points-based
and levels-based mark schemes used in the qualification.
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Agenda

08:00 Welcome & Introductions
08:15 Assessment Objectives

08.25 Understanding question types
08.45 Understanding Mark Schemes
09.00 Using the Mark Scheme
09.40 Support from Pearson

10.00 Finish

Timings are subject to variation depending on the focus of the group.
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Any questions?

Before we begin...

Use this page to note down any questions you have at the start of the
session.
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Slide 29: Exemplar Mark scheme: Identify questions

e.g. ‘Identify three examples of moral evil’

Question

number

Answer

Reject

Mark

(1)a

Award 1 mark for each point
identified up to a maximum of 3:
emurder (1)

srape (1)

*bigotry (1)

*burglary (1)

estalking (1).

Accept any other alternative
valid response.

e Examples of
natural evil.

(3)

Slide 30:

Exemplar Mark scheme: Outline questions

e.g. ‘Outline two examples of racial harmony in society.’

Question | Answer Reject Mark
number
7(b) Award one mark for providing an example. | ¢  Repeated
Award a second mark for development of example/
the example. Up to a maximum of four development.
marks. o Development
« People of different races are educated that does not
together, (1) enabling friendships to relate both to
develop between different racial tI_1e example
groups. (1) given 'and to the
o ltisillegal to refuse to employ question. .

i _ |« Examples which
someone because of their race; (1) this refer to faith
encourages equal opportunities for all. rather than race.
(1)

e There are people of many races in
positions of authority in government,
(1) for example America had a
President of Kenyan descent. (1)
Accept any other alternative valid
response. 4
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Slide 31: Levels Mark scheme: Explain questions

e.g. ‘Explain why family life is important for many religious people.’

Questio
n
Number

Indicative content

4 (c)

Students will develop responses using ideas/reasoning/arguments such as:

e Many religious people believe that family life was ordained by God. As
such it is the only correct place to have and bring up children according
to God’s rules.

e There are rules in many scriptures to ensure family life is happy and
stable. For example, the Ten Commandments say ‘Honour your father
and your mother’ and promises rewards for those who follow this
command.

e Many religious people believe that children who grow up in stable
family units are more likely to become valuable members of society as
they achieve more at school and suffer fewer mental health problems.

e Many religions teach that the family is where a person is first welcomed
into a faith and where they learn their religion. For example, the
Agigah ceremony welcomes Muslim children into the community.

Accept any other valid response. 6 marks.

Level

Mar | Descriptor
k

0 No rewardable material.

Level 1

1-3 | e Limited use of religious terms (AO1)

e Description of relevant religion, beliefs and values is mostly
satisfactory (A02)

e Gives a partial explanation of the significance and influence of
beliefs and values (A02)

Level 2

4-6 | e Use of religious terms is appropriate and shows understanding
(AO1)

e Explanation of relevant religion, beliefs and values is
comprehensive (AO2)

e Explanation of significance and influence of beliefs and values is
comprehensive (A02)

Andi

Please note that the indicative content will vary according to the question, but the
Level descriptors remain the same.
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Slide 32: Levels Mark scheme: Discuss/Evaluate questions
Paper 1: Evaluate

Level

Mark

Descriptor

0

No rewardable response.

Level 1

1-3

Demonstrates isolated elements of understanding of religion and
belief.

Identifies information/issues and makes superficial connections
among a limited range of elements in the question.

Judgements are supported by generic arguments to produce a
conclusion that is not fully justified.

Level 2

4-6

Demonstrates limited understanding of religion and belief.
Deconstructs religious information and makes superficial connections
many, but not all, of the elements in the question.

Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made.
Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence,
much of which may be superficial, leading to a conclusion that is not
fully justified.

Level 3

7-8

Demonstrates accurate understanding of religion and belief.
Deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to coherent and
logical chains of reasoning that consider different viewpoints. And
makes connections between many, but not all, of the elements in
the question.

Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many, but not all,
of the elements in the question. Judgements are supported by the
appraisal of evidence, some of which may be superficial, leading to a
partially justified conclusion.

Level 4

9-10

Demonstrates sustained accurate and thorough understanding of
religion and belief.

Critically deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to
coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider different
viewpoints and make connections between the full range of elements
in the question.

Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question. Judgements are fully supported by the
comprehensive appraisal of evidence, leading to a fully justified
conclusion.
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Slide 32: Levels Mark scheme: Discuss/Evaluate questions
Paper 2: Discuss

Level Mark Descriptor
0 No rewardable response.
Level 1 1-3 ¢ Demonstrates isolated elements of understanding of religion and
belief.

e Identifies information/issues and makes superficial connections
among a limited range of elements in the question.

¢ Judgements are supported by generic arguments to produce a
conclusion that is not fully justified.

Level 2 4-6 e Demonstrates limited understanding of religion and belief.

e Deconstructs religious information and makes superficial connections
many, but not all, of the elements in the question.

e Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made.
Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence,
much of which may be superficial, leading to a conclusion that is not
fully justified.

Level 3 7-9 e Demonstrates accurate understanding of religion and belief.

e Deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to coherent and
logical chains of reasoning that consider different viewpoints. And
makes connections between many, but not all, of the elements in
the question.

e Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many, but not all,
of the elements in the question. Judgements are supported by the
appraisal of evidence, some of which may be superficial, leading to a
partially justified conclusion.

Level 4 10-12 |« Demonstrates sustained accurate and thorough understanding of
religion and belief.

e Critically deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to
coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider different
viewpoints and make connections between the full range of elements
in the question.

e Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question. Judgements are fully supported by the
comprehensive appraisal of evidence, leading to a fully justified
conclusion.

Please note that the ONLY difference between Paper 1 and Paper 2 Levels for these
questions is in the allocation of marks. Since Paper 2 is worth 60% of the total available
for the examination this is reflected in the allocation of the marks for the higher levels.
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Andi

Slide 35: Using the mark scheme: Identify questions.

Exemplar question:
Question 1a: Identify three examples of selfishness. (Paper 1, 2019)
Generate your own list of possible responses a student may make.

How do your ideas compare to the examination mark scheme (overleaf)?
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Question | Answer Reject Mark
number
1(a) Award one mark for each point identified « Reasons why

up to a maximum of three: people should

e Not sharing (1) not behave

e Not giving to charity (1) selfishly

e Not helping those in need (1)

e Spending all one’s money on oneself (1)

e Not paying employees a fair wage (1).

Accept any other alternative valid

response. 3
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Response 1.

1 (a) Identify three examples of selfishness.

(3)

Delegate mark ..........

Examiner mark  .........

Why was it given this mark?
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Response 2.

. (o \_S"ﬁl{ ............ et B g 2 S B e e T B S T S T RS
Delegate mark  .......

Examiner mark .......

Why was it given this mark?
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Response 3.

Delegate mark ........

Examiner mark ........

Why was it given this mark?
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Andi

Slide 36: Using the mark scheme: Outline questions.

e Exemplar Question: Question 1a: Outline two ways the Bible is used in
Christian worship. (Paper 2, Christianity, 2019)

Mark scheme: Christianity

Question | Answer Reject Mark
number
1(a) Award one mark for providing a way. Award | e Repeated way/
a second mark for development of the way. development.
Up to a maximum of four marks. e Development that
does not relate
e The Bible is read aloud during both to the way
Christian worship (1) so that given and to the
believers can become more question.

familiar with their sacred texts (1)

e Often the minister will preach
about a Bible text (1) which allows
Christians to gain a deeper
understanding of its meaning (1)

e The Bible is often placed on a
special stand during worship (1)
which is a mark of respect for
what is believed to be the Word of
God (1).

Accept any other valid response. 4

Add one further developed reason a candidate may suggest.
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Response 1.

1 (a) Outline two ways the Bible is used in Christian worship.

(4)
1 Tb\g@;blﬁlsu&dm&Chﬂﬁlmmm;:msw(ﬁ

..... Mfes’ﬁe:{,‘

Delegate mark .........

Examiner mark .........

Why was it given this mark?
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Response 2.

1 (a) Outline two ways the Bible is used in Christian worship.
(4)

. The [ible By re osed anﬂz‘f raners and
""u( f‘ f.'m j, an. _m(nw/vﬁ/ Mffi/ﬂ /1: ‘t,/v; ?‘r’mw/rﬂf
Hw‘ oxA . "Gléf”?)'ésp wih bud 00 ﬁ’ e 0/ jmmw{wﬂéa

2. I"?ﬂ "‘1.9.5}' t:}!ﬂfff#ﬂ &((ﬂoﬂ*ﬂa’éﬂ? féc fi/fe A3 /(M( .
ffom ﬂ’\ (36{5’?7 Ah cé«xcé MJ i ﬂemhﬁ/v o{wf J’

ffcr. Myoay oc. /ﬂgaﬂ dm‘ #t & ﬁ “dcan bk oo
'j nmélf/ .0/ Lo ﬁ/ D0 e

Delegate mark ........

Examiner mark ........

Why was it given this mark?
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Slide 37: Using the mark scheme: Explain questions.

Andi

e Exemplar Question: Choose one religion and explain how its followers
explain the existence of suffering in the world. (Paper 1, 2019)

Christianity

1(c) Students will develop responses using ideas/reasoning/arguments such as:

e Life is a test sent by God. Suffering is part of the test of life. How an
individual reacts helps to determine if a person is judged worthy of
heaven.

e Suffering is caused by God-given free will. God will not override the
free will of an individual even if they are using their free will to harm
others.

e God permits Satan to cause suffering to God’s followers, as exemplified
by the suffering inflicted upon Job. This enables them to demonstrate
their faithfulness in the face of adversity.

e Suffering caused by natural evil, such as floods, is due to human
ignorance of God’s design, since they do not understand that some
places are unsuitable to live in.

Accept any other valid response. 6

Level Mark | Descriptor
0 No rewardable material.
Level 1 | 1-3 e Limited use of religious terms (AO1)
e Description of relevant religion, beliefs and values is mostly
satisfactory (A02)
e Gives a partial explanation of the significance and influence of
beliefs and values (A02)
Level 2 | 4-6 e Use of religious terms is appropriate and shows understanding

(AOT1)

e Explanation of relevant religion, beliefs and values is
comprehensive (Ao2)

e Explanation of significance and influence of beliefs and values is
comprehensive (A02)
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Response 1.
' p .

(c) Choose one religion and explain how its followers explain the existence of
suffering in the world.

65 Qo1c

Chn:imauqnfmy....bmgues. Mf:m&nngsrawe&bahumm
muus;q_cj%e;rm:emdlwhrmwGaci_rmmmmvdmmnnr

o orhers. Sin.entred.. the worid. aﬁr.r-?he?q.limﬁmm

3. which uuas. rhe. fist. Sin. Since.. then.. aus humans. are. bom..
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...,.,,..,,...............Emenéj..,.....Sﬂmﬁ.....s:hxisndﬂ5_ ..... bmmm.sumfmaua,m
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. "

Delegate mark ........
Examiner mark ........

Why was it given this mark?
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Response 2.

~

w.
(©) ELI:;:rT:gcn;'tt:ﬂi‘g:g:;;nd explain how its followers explain the existence of
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Delegate mark ........
Examiner mark ........

Why was it given this mark?
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Andi

Slide 38: Using the mark scheme: Evaluate/Discuss questions.

Exemplar question.

“There is only one God.”

Evaluate this statement, showing you have considered different points of
view. In your answer you should refer to at least one religion.

Indicative content

1(d) Students must underpin their analysis and evaluation with
knowledge and understanding. Candidates will be required to
demonstrate thorough knowledge and understanding as well as
accuracy of religion and belief when responding to the question
and in meeting AO2 descriptors.

Students will develop responses using ideas/reasoning/arguments
such as:

e Judaism, Christianity and Islam all worship a single God who
was revealed to different prophets throughout history
beginning with Adam as the first man.

¢ The Bible teaches that there is only one God and that he has a
plan for humanity. For the plan to be fulfilled there can be
only one God with the omniscience and omnipotence to see it
through.

e Many religious people believe that all religions teach part of a
universal truth that will result in reward for those who are
good people. This suggests, for some Christians, that
ultimately there is one God at the heart of all faith and he is
understood in different ways.

e Polytheism was the earliest form of religious belief and the
gods and goddesses who were worshipped were
representations of the forces of nature and ancestral spirits.

¢ In some traditions there are gods and goddesses who seek to
do good for humanity contrasted with those who cause harm,
otherwise a single entity must be responsible for both the good
and evil that happens.

e Atheists could point to the evidence from science and say
rather than one God there is no God as there has never been
empirical proof of an eternal being.

Accept any other valid response. 12
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Levels mark scheme

Level Mark Descriptor
0 No rewardable response.
Level 1 1-3 ¢ Demonstrates isolated elements of understanding of religion and
belief.

e Identifies information/issues and makes superficial connections
among a limited range of elements in the question.

e Judgements are supported by generic arguments to produce a
conclusion that is not fully justified.

Level 2 4-6 e Demonstrates limited understanding of religion and belief.

e Deconstructs religious information and makes superficial connections
many, but not all, of the elements in the question.

¢ Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made.
Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence,
much of which may be superficial, leading to a conclusion that is not
fully justified.

Level 3 7-9 e Demonstrates accurate understanding of religion and belief.

e Deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to coherent and
logical chains of reasoning that consider different viewpoints. And
makes connections between many, but not all, of the elements in
the question.

e Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many, but not all,
of the elements in the question. Judgements are supported by the
appraisal of evidence, some of which may be superficial, leading to a
partially justified conclusion.

Level 4 10-12 |« Demonstrates sustained accurate and thorough understanding of
religion and belief.

e Critically deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to
coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider different
viewpoints and make connections between the full range of elements
in the question.

e Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question. Judgements are fully supported by the
comprehensive appraisal of evidence, leading to a fully justified
conclusion.
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Response 1.

e S

(d) "There is only one God."

Evaluate this statement, showing you have considered different points of view. In
your answer you should refer to at least one religion.
(12)
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Response 1, continued.

Delegate mark ........
Examiner mark ........

Why was it given this mark?
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Response 2.

e ‘ V=

(d) “There is only one God”

Evaluate this statement, showing you have considered different points of view. In "~
your answer you should refer to at least one religion.

(12)
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Response 2, continued.

- I R

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE Religious Studies: Welcome to Pearson (Module 2) — Delegate booklet 27
Prepared by Pack Production 2020 © Pearson Education



Response 2, continued.

Delegate mark ........

Examiner mark ........

Why was it given this mark?
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Slide 49: Final Questions.
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Notes.
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Notes.
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